
March 20, 2014 

Dr. Eric H. Rubin 
Vice President Oncology Clinical Research 
Merck 
One Merck Drive 
P.O. Box 100 
Whitehouse Station, NJ 08889-0100 !
Dear Dr. Rubin, 

I am writing you today to request a meeting before the end of  March to arrange single 
patient access to lambrolizumab in the hopes of  helping my wife (Mikaela) combat her 
metastasized translocation renal cell carcinoma and live beyond the age of  25. I 
appreciate the value of  your time, and I can assure you that we have exhausted all other 
options before contacting you directly: FDA-approved treatments including sunitib, 
everolimus, axitinib, and temsirolimus; anti-PD-1/anti-PD-L1 clinical trials sponsored by 
your company and others; and even your recently announced anti-PD-1 expanded access 
program for melanoma patients. 

Lambrolizumab is our last chance at living the life we've been working towards since 
starting our relationship back in high school. I hope you can understand how incredibly 
encouraging it could be to have a chance of  extending our time together. That chance is 
precisely why I beg you to please provide us with an opportunity to sit down before the 
end of  March and discuss a single patient access arrangement for lambrolizumab.  

I have taken it upon myself  to familiarize myself  with the FDA system for reviewing 
compassionate use arrangements so as to help speed the process along. I have been 
working with The Abigail Alliance for Better Access to Developmental Drugs, and we've 
already identified an oncologist willing to manage Mikaela's single patient access 
treatment once it's been granted by you. The Abigail Alliance also assures me, based on 
their prior experience with compassionate use arrangements, that the FDA should be able 
to provide full approval within a week or less. I beg you to supply the lambrolizumab so 
we can set this plan in motion. 

We understand the risks involved and the reasons that you are hesitant to grant this type 
of  requests, but we will work with you to assuage your concerns in any way possible. 
Please don't hesitate to share whatever concerns you may have in your response so that we 
can work to resolve them 

Mikaela and I are not seeking a new battle; we're praying for an ally to help us in the one 
we're already fighting. Please grant us a meeting before the end of  March so we can 
hammer out an agreement before it's too late. 



Note: My favorite photo of  Mikaela is below. It's from our honeymoon in Maui the 
summer after graduating from UC Berkeley (her) and Stanford (me). It seems like a 
lifetime ago now. 

!
Sincerely, 

!
!
Keith Knapp 

(916) 673-8274 

keithknappjr@gmail.com 

View our Change.org petition at chn.ge/1fZNzyr 


